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AN OPEN LETTERTO NRA MEMBERS

When Senator John McCain addresses NRA leaders at  their  convent ion today, we al l  need to ask where
does he real ly stand on the important issue of  background checks on al l  gun transfers at  gun shows.

ln March of  2004, on the f loor of  the US Senate,  Senator McCain del ivered an impassioned plea for legis la-
t ion to c lose the so-cal led "qun show loophole ' i

SENATOR MCCAIN:"Why do we need this amendment? Some might point  to t ragedies such as Columbine,
but as hor.r i f ic  as the massacre at  Columbine was, where eleven young people needlessly lost  their  l ives,
that  is not what dr ives the need to c lose the gun-show loophole.  We need this amendment because cr imi-
nals and terror ists have exploi ted and are exploi t ing th is very obvious loophole in our gun safety laws.. l '

"We need this amendment because, according tothe NRA [Nat ional  Ri f le Associat ion] , 'hundreds of  thou-
sands'of  unl icensed f i rearms sales occur at  gun shows each year.  We need this amendment because ATF
has ident i f ied gun shows as the second leading source of  f i rearms recovered from i l legal  gun traf f ick ing
invest igat io ns. . .

We also need this amendment because my law-abiding const i tuents who at tend gun shows in Ar izona
should not have to rub shoulders wi th the scum of the Earth who use this loophole to evade backqround
checks to buy f i rearms to peddle to God knows who."

And how could we al l  forget those movie theater ads featur ing John McCain pleading to "c lose the gun
show loophole ' i

Now, McCain argues that no new gun laws are needed.

Has he changed his mind or has he had a"senior moment"and forgotten that he once was an outspoken
nat ional  leader on this issue?

Hunters and shooters deserve to know where the leader of the "StraightTalk Express" now stands on gun
shows.

So today, while Senator McCain panders to Wayne LaPierre and Chris Cox, Kentucky sportsmen need to call
McCain's Senate office at202-224-2235 and ask where the Senator really stands on this important issue.

Ray Schoenke,
President-American Hunters and Shooters Association



Why Does the Nat ional  Ri f le Associat ion Leadership Support  Con-
gress's Biggest Opponents?

As the sel f -proclaimed " largest pro-hunt ing organizat ion in the wor ld i ' the Nat ional  Ri f le Associat ion has long

claimed to representAmerica's hunters and shooters in thef ight to protectone of  America's oldesttradi t ions.The

NRA's bylaws include an art ic le set t ing a core goal  " to promote and defend hunt ing. . .as a v iable and necessary

method of fostering the propagation, growth and conservation.. .of our renewable wildl i fe resourcesl '

But i t  turns out that i ts by-laws are just empty rhetoric.

A report  re leased by the American Hunters and Shooters Associat ion reveals an ugly t ruth: the NRA's leadership is

spending i ts Members'  money to support  the campaigns of  the biggest conservat ion opponents in Congress.
Contrary to i ts stated goals and assurances to the hunt ing community,  our unprecedented analysis shows that
NRA's leadership overwhelming supports Members of  Congress with the worst  conservat ion vot ing records.

FoJ example,  144 House Members supported the Roadless Conservat ion Act of  2007, which seeks to l imi t  road
construct ion and corporate development in our Nat ional  Forests.  Those i44 members received and average grade

of D minus from the NRA. Al ternat ively,  the 291 House Members on the other s ide of  the issue averaged B pluses -

and seven t imes as much campaign money from NRA.

Did the NRA's leaders even take a posit ion on the Roadless Conservation Act of 2007? No, They are f lat-out ignor-
ing conservation issues.

Given this,  i t 's  not  surpr is ing that s ince 2000, the NRA's leaders have contr ibuted 54,085,277 in campaign money to
support the 193 Members of Congress who received poor ratings from the League of Conservation Voters (LCV) and
only 5390,897 -  more than 10 t imes less -  to the 245 Members of  Congress who have received high rat ings f rom
LCV.

The NRA's campaign contributions, endorsement's and ratings of Members of Congress expose the organization's
strong ant i -conservat ion bias,  Despi te their  lof ty bylaws and forest  f r iendly tagl ines,  the NRA is standing by s i lent ly
as i ts al l ies in Congress are helping to destroy America's wi lderness.

Hunt ing is an American tradi t ion that depends on conserving America's wi lderness and wi ld l i fe.  To ful ly enjoy our
r ights and her i tage, hunters and shooters deserve leadership that  wi l l  protect  our guns and our land. America's
hunters are beginning to ask whether anyone in Washington recognizes that.

The American Hunters and Shooters Association, unlike the NRA, is dedicated both to protecting the gun rights of
Americans and preserving America's hunt ing her i tage through conservat ion and responsible wi ld l i fe management.
We understand the crucial relationship between protecting our r ights as gun owners and protecting the lands we
love.

So, for  the three mi l l ion NRA Members who are t i red of  seeing their  525 dol lar  contr ibut ions wasted by an NRA
leadership support ing anti-conservation Members of Congress and Wayne LaPierre's S900,000 salary, we offer a
different choice.

And, for 77 mil l ion gun-owning Americans who are not Members of NRA, we invite you to join an organization that
is steadfast in protecting our Second Amendment r ights, conserving our environment, and wil l  support common
sense efforts to keep guns away from criminals.

America's hunters and shooters should no longer stand by the NRA because it 's clear the NRA has long stopped

standing up for them.


